
Upper School 
D e s i g n  Q u a l i t i e s





Design Overview
STRONG CONTENT ENHANCED BY AUTHENTIC APPLICATION1.

DAILY INDIVIDUALIZED ACADEMIC & PERSONAL SUPPORT2.

ANNUAL THEMES TO NURTURE WELL-ROUNDED GROWTH3.

COMMUNITY-BASED EXPERIENCES TO DEVELOP LIFE SKILLS 4.



Course Outline

Two entry points for math
instruction to support all

needs and interest 

Core content alignment allows 
 for natural transfer and cross-

curricular application 

Opportunities for supported
college immersion at Catawba

built to each student's strengths 

Strong content enhanced by 
authentic application

Course Outline



Themes connect the learning to
larger ideas of personal identity
and individual gifts and talents 

Electives built of smaller modules allow
students to explore the community and

build their social network

Fourth year compass supports
process of planning for and

accessing post graduation plans 

Annual themes to nurture
 well-rounded growth

Course Outline



Daily Schedule

Advisory allows for
community time and starts
the week out in a reflective

manner

Daily timetable follows the
Catawba format for easy

dual-enrollment scheduling 

Common school-wide
lunch allows for

presentation opportunities,
community experiences,

and guest speakers. 

Compass class connects all
courses to annual theme and

supports personal growth
and development. 

Community-based experiences to develop life skills 

Daily Schedule



Seminar allows for direct
instruction with a teacher
and full class community

Learning labs 
provide highly supported ,

personalized engagement time
for all students as well as

collboration opportunities

Classes run year-long to
allow for the most

opportunity for skill and
knowledge development 

Clubs advised by Catawba students,
community members, and

upperclassmen leaders allow  for
additional wide array of opportunities

Consistent individualized academic & personal support

Daily Schedule



Compass Course
The Hallmark Experience 

This course leverages   
the annual theme 
to promote each

student's personal
development and

preparation for their
life beyond high

school. 
 

Taught year-long to
fully support students,

Compass offers
summer experiences

to build 
students' awareness
and their portfolios.

The compass
teacher will help
students form 
 connections
between core

learning, community
experiences, and

personal awareness.



Year 1 
Self Discovery
What makes a hero?

Texts:  Designing
Your Life (Burnette 
 & Evans) &
Leadership is an Art
(DePree) 

Summer: Orientation
Camp on Catawba's
Campus

Discover: Your own
epic quest story and
how learning
supports it, as you
identify your gifts and
passions 

Compass Course
Year 4 
Global Perspective
What are the
opportunities &
challenges of living in
a globalized world? 

Texts: The
Intergalactic Design
Guide: Harnessing
the Creative
Potential of Social
Design (Heller)

Summer: Travel
experience 

Discover: How to
navigate towards
your personal future
goals. 

Year 3 
Innovation &
Enterprise 
How can leaders 
design for an effective
culture?

Texts:  Creative
Confidence (Kelley)
Good to Great
(Collins) 

Summer: Internship

Discover: How you
can leverage
creativity and design
to build and market a
positive product.

Year 2 
Civic Collaboration
What does it mean to
be a citizen in our
community? 

Texts:  The Tipping
Point (Gladwell) & The
Art of Public
Speaking (Carnegie) 

Summer: Community
volunteer service

Discover: The
intricate ways our
community is
connected and the
role you can play in
that context. 



Sample Humanities Module


